
 
 
Every summer I try to think of some way to motivate my kids to use 
their time wisely.  Years ago, I had my kids earn points by doing 
things like memorizing the states and capitals, read books, 
memorize scriptures, etc. to cash in for t-shirts, ice cream cones, a 
can of soda, a movie ticket, video game privileges…. 
 
Every year is different.  This year I'm letting them (my 3 youngest, 
non-working kids ages 6, 9, and 11) cash in their points for money 
to keep things simple.  With their money, they'll be responsible to 
pay for any activities that they want to do during the summer. 
 
We put the motivation system to work this week and it's been 
"good-bye boredom - hello reading, memorizing, and math!" 
 
Debbie  
 
 
Reevaluate and regroup your home organization and management.  
With the opportunity of things slowing down (at least a bit), take the 
time to go through and clean out and up!  Just take a room, closet 
or drawer a day.  Also, work on your family’s daily management 
systems.  Does it need tweaked somewhere?  What worked for your 



preschoolers isn't working for your now school-agers…Do some 
things need to be dropped or added? 
 
Rebekah 
 
 
I just wanted to let you know that the county libraries do GREAT 
reading programs that provide prizes for children completing 
whatever reading goals they set out to accomplish; i.e. reading one 
hour a day or whatever they decide.  
 
Pam 
 
 
The first is something that I'm nervous about, but I think God is 
calling me to do it. I will be babysitting for two kids from a broken 
home this summer, 8 hours a day, 3 days a week. That is a lot 
longer than I have ever worked before! My goal in this is not only to 
minister to that family, but also to train and prepare myself for my 
dream job: being a mother.  
 
Megan 
 
 
I am such a summer lover. I love nothing more than to pour myself 
into a ministry (especially if it involves being outside most of the 
time) and really "buy up" those precious summer days.  In the past, 
I've enjoyed running a day camp through my local church for 
neighborhood kids, slip 'n' sliding, food fighting, making 
sandcastles in Christ's name. 
 
Right now is a different chapter in my life, though.  My husband is 
in seminary and I am the bread-winner for our family.  For the first 
time, I am now one of the people whose life does not change with 
the onset of summer.  
 
My plan of action for this summer is to embrace where I am right 
now, in God's providence. I am "buying up" my lunch hours, and 
making plans to share lunch with a single girlfriend who shares my 
love for a favorite author (our "Elisabeth Elliot lunch").  I plan to 
invest the weekends and evenings I have available in walks with my 



husband, iced coffee with older sisters in Christ, and berry picking 
with the junior high girls from church. 
 
I hope that by delighting in a heavenly Father who has blessed me 
not only with His Son, Christ, but a myriad of earthly blessings I do 
not deserve, I will begin to learn the sweetness of contentment. 
 
Gretchen 
 
 
I am a single 25 year old who is also a teacher.  So, one of my 
favorite things to do during the summer is to try and give my 
sister-in-law a break from her kiddos by taking them to the zoo, 
swimming, library, pottery painting, etc.  This way I am able to build 
a relationship with my nieces and nephew, and it is a blessing to 
her also.  We also do a lot together, but I know she needs a break 
sometimes.  So, this might be a thought to some of those single 
ladies out there to get out and serve ladies through their church or 
in the community! (I'd like to add I really want to try and serve some 
of the single moms in our church more this summer because I can't 
imagine how hectic their life is most of the time!) 
 
Hollie 
 
 
I am going to celebrate summer by getting to know women in our 
church by inviting a few at a time over for a nice summer luncheon 
every two weeks (hmm, coincides with our paychecks!)  I began last 
Friday and it was a wonderful time of sweet fellowship. 
  
These lunches will, also, be a time for my children to learn 
servanthood. It brought me great joy to watch my eleven year old 
son bussing the table and serving dessert and coffee to our guests. 
  
My almost fifteen-year-old daughter and I are, also planning to 
host a special lunch for her girlfriends and mothers before everyone 
starts back to school. 
 
Darla 
 
 



About a month ago my husband and I were sitting around talking 
about our goals for the summer.  He said that he would really like 
to lose weight and I said that I would really like to memorize some 
scripture.  We both agreed that these are areas for each of us that 
are really hard to do....and we both came to the conclusion that we 
have just been making excuses.  So we came up with a plan.  To 
start the summer off, he is trying to lose 10 pounds the first month, 
and I am trying to memorize 10 verses.  Then, for each month in 
the summer he is going to lose 5 pounds for each month of June, 
July and August.  And, I will memorize 5 verses for each month.  It 
is a real challenge for me.  We are really encouraging one another 
and it has been so fun.  He helps me with my verses in the evenings 
and I help him with the weight loss (cooking healthy meals, and 
having healthy snacks on hand, and making time for him to go to 
the gym).  So far he has lost 7 pounds and I have memorized 8 new 
verses.  AND...the best thing is that I chose verses that I could use 
to encourage my believing friends and non believing friends.  
AND...I have been thinking about scripture so much that I am even 
waking up in the morning and verses come to mind that I have been 
learning!  It is great!  Maybe that is why God says to meditate on it 
day and night!   
  
Melissa  
 
 
One summer goal I have each summer is to get my elementary-
school-age children to enter into household chores more regularly 
and effectively than they can during the school year.  Combine this 
with the added goal of helping them learn new skills and a desire to 
create fun family memories, and you've got the ingredients for the 
summer plan I've used successfully for two, soon-to-be three, years 
now. 
 
Each late spring I make and post a chore chart for each child age 3 
and up with age-appropriate daily jobs. The chart also includes 
skills I want each of them to master over the summer such as "take 
a shower without help" or "answer the phone as taught." For each 
task completed, they make a plus sign on the chart and earn a 
"Mom's dollar" (fake money) at the end of the day. If a job doesn't 
get done or is done poorly, I put a minus sign in the appropriate 
spot. Each week the chart also shows what they're working and 
"saving" for. They can give input on the item, but I have the final say 



and set the price.  All items this year must be something the whole 
family can enjoy. We've agreed on a hamster, an ice cream outing, 
and a backyard water "fair" so far. I decide for each item or activity 
how long I want them to have to work for it and set the price 
accordingly based on how much I estimate they'll "earn" each week. 
They cooperate to earn and save, enjoy both the work and the fruit 
of their work together, and I get to direct their "spending" toward 
realistic, beneficial activities and wholesome items. We've had great 
summers in the past and are looking forward to another one. The 
kids are already asking, "What day do we start the summer chore 
chart?!" 
 
Rachel 
 
 
Here is an idea I began the summer before our daughter went to 
college.  I bought a journal and wrote counsel, dreams for her life, 
Scripture passages, and any other ideas I wanted to share with her 
before she left the nest.  She would write me back, and so we 
continued not only all summer but every time she would return 
home for breaks and summers.  We have been able to trace God's 
wonderful dealings with her and identify concrete graces and 
growth as she has matured in the last five years.  
 
Julie 
 
 
Spend as much time with your children as possible just having fun; 
date each child individually; learn a new skill; read the book that 
you bought 2 years ago that you have been wanting to read; find 
out what goals your husband and children might have for the 
summer and help them succeed; prepare for what’s coming up in 
autumn; take a personal retreat; take some time with your husband 
to evaluate the “atmosphere” of your home; with your husband 
evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of each child and develop a 
plan to help them refine their strengths and respond to their 
weakness in a humble, biblical, god-glorifying manner. 
 
Gina 
 
 



As a high school literature teacher I reread the same 15 books ever 
year (seriously!) and I rarely get the time to read anything new 
outside of reading devotional books. 
 
So summer is a time when I can make a list of books I have always 
wanted to read-classics I haven't gotten to yet, usually-and just 
have fun! 
 
Sometimes that reading takes on a theme- an all Dickens or Austen 
or Twain summer, for example, or sometimes I read lots of books 
on topics that are my hobbies- linguistics is one I love. 
 
When I was homeschooling my girls, now 23 and 17, in their 
elementary and middle school years, I collected lists of the best 
books for their ages (my friends Denise and Sara were very helpful!) 
and read as many per week as I could. 
 
I have also enjoyed reading Christian literary criticism to stretch my 
brain and hone my skills as a teacher. Leland Ryken, Peter Leithart 
and Gene Edward Veith are my favorite authors of Christian study 
guides and criticism. 
  
This was my list last summer- and since I didn't get to all of it, I will 
start with those I didn't get to: 
 
The Picture of Dorian Gray 
Something Faulkner (probably As I Lay Dying) 
Something from Vonnegut, rest in peace (he died last spring) 
Albion (I have started this; it is WONDERFUL!) 
A Year in the Life of William Shakespeare 
Eleanor of Aquitaine 
The Liberated Imagination 
How to Read A Book 
A Shakespearian Actor Prepares 
 
Diane 
 
 
Last summer, instead of spending hours in front of the TV, my 
family went on a TV fast. For the entire month of July, all seven of 
us spent the time that we would have been watching tv, mostly the 



evenings, reading books as a family, playing games, and just 
spending quality time together. It was really nice! 
 
Olivia 
 
 
1.  We don't want to drift spiritually.  Our schedule is drastically 
different in the summer as my husband is home (he's a teacher) and 
we aren't doing school.  If we don't plan, it is easy to find our 
devotions going by the way side and the summer flying by. We plan 
out when we're going to have our quiet times, who we want to have 
over in the summer and other goals for not drifting. 
  
2.  Part of the above is that we want to use our summer for 
ministry.  We have a lot more time as my husband is home for the 
summer.  So we like to keep our ears open for people who could 
use help.  My husband spends a lot of time helping people with 
projects in the summer.  
 
We also like to plan out who we want to show hospitality to.  We like 
to get to know our neighbors more especially during the summer as 
people are outside more.  Also, we've found that people we don't 
know well are more comfortable coming to our backyard for a 
barbecue than they would be coming to a meal inside. We hope this 
gives us opportunities to share the gospel. 
  
3.  We like to make special memories as a family during the summer 
on family vacations as well as by doing things in our own city.  
  
Doreen 
 
 
Reading! I think it's a good idea to choose a specific number of 
books (even one!) to read through. It's especially good I think to 
choose a book or two that is deeper than you would normally read 
and that refreshes you for the coming fall. 
 
Sarah 
 
 



My daughter Lucy is newly 5 and has just finished pre-school. I 
want her to have a fun, restful summer, but she also thrives on 
structure. So, she and I are going to have a "cooking school" 
together. We got Rachael Ray's Cooking Rocks! for Kids and are 
going to take at least one day per week where Lucy will make 
supper for our family (the book is great because it divides the 
recipes by age: 4-6, 7-11, 12+). She'll be learning to follow 
directions, some new math and reading skills, not to mention 
having fun (oh, and also maybe becoming less of a picky eater!) My 
other daughter, Elaine, is 2 and whenever she hears of any possible 
plans she says, "And ME TOO!" so I'll tie an apron on her and let her 
mix some things as well... :-) 
  
Alice 
 
 
I am afraid that my idea is a bit on the pricey side...but I think it will 
be worth it! My daughter (14) and I will be going through Girl Talk 
this summer. Our visits together about this book are going to take 
place in coffee shops in our area. We plan to check out as many as 
we can. However, we also decided that we could check out parks, 
lakes, and other places in place of the coffee shops.  
 
Diahanne 
 
 
I've always tried to find an area for each of my kids to have some 
special goal for the summer.  Something that is difficult to fit in 
during our home school year.  Here are some examples: 
 
When my daughter was 11 years old I decided that her summer goal 
would have to do with baking.  She wasn't proficient in the kitchen 
and since my oldest daughter was going to be gone more with her 
new job, I certainly needed the next in line to be able to help in the 
kitchen.  So, we made a goal of having her bake 50 items 
throughout the summer.  We divided it into different baking 
subjects, like cookies, bread, quick breads, pies etc.  She was 
completely capable in the kitchen with anything baking by the end 
of the summer!  She also attained the special prize I had promised 
at the end of the summer.  
 



This summer this same daughter, now 12, has completely taken 
over the family garden.  My husband decided that I was far too busy 
to plant a garden this summer (bless his heart!) and I asked him if 
our daughter could take it over as a business project.  With his 
blessing, and her daily hard work, we intend to purchase all the 
produce from her at a fair market price as it comes ripe.  She will 
pay us back for the seeds and pay her older brother for his 
rototilling services in the spring and after that its all profit.  She has 
in mind to give produce away to bless others as well.  She faithfully 
works an hour or so each day and is already seeing healthy plants 
growing. 
 
For my older son, age 15, this summer he is going to spend a lot of 
time reading.  He is an outdoor boy all the way so to require him to 
sit and read is definitely a stretch for him in discipline.  He has 
started his first book: Do Hard Things and will also read out of 
Wayne Grudem's Systematic Theology book and Nancy Pearcy's 
Total Truth etc.  It will grow him in a direction he wouldn't naturally 
require of himself and doesn't always have time for during the 
school year.  I'm excited to join him in his reading assignments and 
have some good conversation as a result! 
 
Kristine 
 
 
Below is a “summer reading program” for a middle schooler. As the 
mom of sons, I realized that the local library summer reading 
program just did not excite them.  I created my own. (I started 
doing this when they were in 2nd grade and my oldest is a junior 
English major in college now). The books chosen here are for a 
middle schooler.  Great resources for book choices include Honey 
for a Child’s Heart by Gladys Hunt, and Books Children Love by 
Elizabeth Laraway Wilson and Susan Schaeffer Macaulay.  When 
children are not doing school in the summer this gives them 
opportunity to keep reading.  I try to pick titles that are of interest 
to the child, some easier, some harder and more challenging, as 
well as classics and more modern works.  I have shared this with 
other moms and they tweak it to their child’s reading interests as 
well as prize interests.  
 

SUMMER READING FOR (Child’s name) 
SUMMER (year) 



June 1-August 31, (year) 
 
Books and prize/rewards are listed together and may not be 
switched without mutual agreement from (child’s name) and Mom 
at the beginning of the summer.  They may be accomplished in any 
order of (child)’s choice. 
 
1) Read biography of Captain Scott O’Grady called Basher Five-Two 
The reward a trip to Borders for a paperback book of your choice 
not to exceed $7.50 in price. 
 
2) Read three (3)  books [2 fiction and 1 non fiction]of your choice 
from the library or home that you have not previously read yourself. 
The reward a 1/2 CD of mutual agreed group or artist.  List titles on 
back of this sheet.       
 
3) Read The Red Pony.  The reward a Dairy Queen treat not to   
exceed $3.00. 
 
4) Read the book – The Old Man and Sea The reward a 1/2 CD of 
mutual agreed group or artist. 

 
5) Read the book – Men of Iron by Howard Pyle 
The reward a certificate for a free movie rental of your choice with 
parental approval to be redeemed before August 31, (year).  
 
6) Read The Hiding Place.  The reward is 1/2 of CD mutual agreed 
group or artist.  
 
7) Read The Good Fight:  How WWII Was Won   The reward a 1/2 CD 
of mutual agreed group or artist. 
 
8) Read Charles Dickens:  The Man Who Had Great Expectations. A 
TCBY treat ($4.00 Max) 
 
9) Listen to Kidnapped on CD.   The reward a certificate for a free 
movie rental of your choice with parental approval to be redeemed 
before August 31, (year).  
 
10) Read The Martian Chronicles. The reward a Dairy Queen treat 
not to exceed $3.00. 
 



11) Read Fahrenheit 451. The reward a trip to Borders for a 
paperback book of your choice not to exceed $7.50 in price.  
 
12) Read Shadow of the Almighty. The reward a $10.00 purchase 
from CBD catalog or online. 
 
Lauren 
 
 
We’re planning Summer Without Television. We're doing this 
because every summer we are easily, easily sucked into hours of 
watching television. So we're coming up with activities that will be 
more interesting, and more fruitful. 
 
The plan is to list things we'd like to learn, or places we'd like to 
visit, and group those things by theme (art, outdoor activity, etc.) 
Each theme will get its own day of the week.  
 
So far we've got one child who wants to learn how to make stained 
glass, bake extravagant pastries, draw, and go canoeing. The other 
wants to make jewelry, learn macrame, knitting, preserve some 
jellies and jams, and go horseback riding. Both want to visit 
museums and go hiking and camping. 
 
So, Monday may be designated Art Day, when we'll work on some 
projects together. Tuesday could be Baking/preserving Day, (I 
forsee a lot of care group members getting jellies this Christmas!) 
Wednesday may be Parks&Rec Day, when we see what the local 
parks have to offer. Thursday will likely be Visit the Museum Day 
(almost all of them have free days that we're taking advantage 
of)....and you get the idea by now. We're throwing in a couple 
weekend camping trips for good measure. (And for those days 
when everyone wants a break from the schedule, we'll just pack up 
some juice boxes and head for the pool!) 
 
If all goes well, we won't know if America's Got Talent, who The 
Mole is, or who wins the NBA finals. But we will have some new 
skills, and some great memories. 
 
Linda 
 
 



Digging into and organizing your family photos.  There are days it 
is too hot to be outside…so why not finally get caught up in this 
area and share time together as a family laughing and enjoying the 
time looking back. 
 
Rebekah 
 
 
Gardening.  For us there is not better way to spend time together 
than yard work; but gardening, weeding, watching God grow and 
change the plants and flowers is Extraordinary--Builds 
accountability and responsibility--but it's fun and rewarding! 
 
Karen 
 
 
I am a college student and a mom to a beautiful 20 month old girl. 
During my summer break my project is to sew dresses for myself 
and my little girl. As a college student I have hardly had time to sew 
since I began school, but I am breaking out the sewing machine and 
getting to it. I know that these dresses will become prized 
heirlooms to my daughter and her children. I look forward to the 
memories that will come from taking the time to make the dresses. 
  
Jessie 
 
 
I’m hoping to finally complete all 3 of my children’s 1 year picture 
albums (I use an online service to upload pictures and create 
captions to tell the story of their first year of life - 
http://www.kodakgallery.com).  
 
Lisa 
 
 
I have a 5 year old and a 7 year old. I was trying to think of some 
fun ways to help maintain this school year's new skills during the 
summer months. The idea developed over a couple of weeks and 
my 5 year old son kept wanted to go get donuts for breakfast. 
 



The McKinney Donut Project! I've made a list of all the local donut 
dives (no big or obvious chains). We will practice map reading and 
directional skills to get to the place. My youngest will count donut 
types and enter the number in a graph. He will also count tables 
and chairs. (Many donuts places have very few, you might not 
know.) He will also measure the diameter of a regular glazed donut. 
And make a drawing of what he likes best about the place. My 
oldest will graph the price of a single glazed donut. She will write a 
short description of what she likes or doesn't like about the 
location, etc. You get the idea. We have ideas of grandeur of using 
the computer to make a sort of magazine of the McKinney (our 
town) Donut Project. Maybe with photos of the shop owners and the 
kids' favorites, etc along with the data. We start the first one next 
week! 
 
Lara 
 
 
Find some type of community outreach project. Our church is 
spending every Wed. night at the local pregnancy help center 
working to build a shelter for new and expecting moms. 
 
Nicki 
 
 
Have a list of projects that need to be completed over the summer.  
My mom specifically gave one to my siblings and me every year to 
help us not completely waste our summers.  She would think of all 
the cleaning projects that never get done.  There was an average of 
one to two projects a week, and we got to decide when they got 
done.  If we wanted to do them all at once or space them out, we 
could.  We also had a reading "project" to complete in the summer.  
Books were to be read every day for at least an hour.  Recently we 
started reading a book together as a family.  Each person was 
responsible for reading a chapter or two before the end of the week 
so that we could discuss it together. 
 
Hannah 
 
 



Create “square foot” gardens with the children (build a garden for 
each child 3’x3’ or 4’x4’ and let the child choose what they will 
grow and help them (if they need it) with planting, watering, 
weeding and let them serve the family (and even neighbors) by 
sharing the fruits of their labors 
 
Gina 
 
 
During the school year, we don't have time for a lot of extra things.  
So in the summer, we try to really go through everything from 
clothes to toys to school books and decide what we could give or 
donate to bless someone else. 
  
We try to use the summer to teach our kids more life skills.  This 
summer we are working on basic gardening skills and baking. 
  
Doreen 
 
 
Plant strawberries in big flower pots. We love to have flowers on our 
deck and one of the best places for strawberries (and decks) is in 
the sun, but they really can grow almost anywhere. My preference is 
the Quinault strawberries for pots, because they are ever-bearing 
so you get berries from June to frost and they come back next year. 
Kids love planting fruits and veggies because there is a sense of 
accomplishment when they get to eat what they've planted and 
been taking care of!  
  
Weeding. This suggestion is for mom's... I'm not a mom, but my 
mom used to pay us a dollar for a full grocery size bag of weeds 
(this was extra from allowance). We loved it!! I have a sister who's 
just a little younger than me and we used to race to see who could 
pick their weeds the fastest and make a game out of it. 
 
Sara 
 
 


